NOTHING IN BIOLOGY MAKES SENSE, EXCEPT IN THE LIGHT OF EVOLUTION *
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EVD LU GATE Launches Bioremediation Project to Mitigate
the Gulf Oil Spill
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Gainesville, June 3rd, 2010

Scientists at EVOLUGATE collected
multiple oil/water samples from the Deep-
water Horizon oil spill from different loca-
tions, including samples from approxi-
mately 20 miles south of the Mississippi
River delta’s South Pass, and samples
closer to the shore line.

These samples contained Gulf seawater
and oil, with some samples containing the
dispersant that has been used in great
quantity to solubilize the oil.

“Seeing pictures of the oil slick online
does not do justice to the actual scope of
the catastrophy. You really have to be
there in person, and see it up close — then
you get a feeling for how nasty it really is,”
S?}IS Benjamin Lyons, a scientist at
EVOLUGATE .

The samples were brought to the labora-
tories of EVOLUGATE in Gainesville, FL.

On the left is Deepwater Horizon oil
sample of crude oil (left) and on the right
is Deepwater Horizon oil sample of
dispersed oil (right).

EVOLUGATE is now using these sam-
ples as growth medium for selected
microbial strains and has begun selecting
microbial communities that will be able to
more quickly and efficiently biodegrade
the oil. They have focused their efforts on
samples containing dispersant.

"We are focusing on the biodegradation
of dispersed oil samples because the
lifetime and environmental impact of
these dispersants is unknown. In addition
to degrading the oil, our bioremediation
communities will also learn to degrade the
dispersant as well." says Thomas Lyons,

the Chief Science Officer of

EVOLUGATE.
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